
In April 2016 the Civil Aviation Authority announce d its decision supporting Birmingham Airport’s 
Airspace Change Proposal for ‘Option 6’ to become t he permanent flight path for aircraft taking off to  
the south of Birmingham Airport. Since then, we hav e been working to resolve a number of issues 
which originated either from the CAA’s decision, or  from the work we have been undertaking in con-
junction with the Airspace Stakeholder Forum. The F orum, which is made up of community repre-
sentatives, met again on August 17th and this issue  presents a summary of what was discussed. 
Readers may again wish to refresh their understandi ng of some of the terminology by referring to 
earlier updates). 1 

Post-decision dialogue with the CAA 
 
Readers will recall that in its decision notice2, the Civil Aviation Authority required Birmingham Airport Limited 
(BAL) to conduct a trial for the use of Option 5 for all non-jet aircraft departing runway 15. On 22nd April 2016 
BAL along with representatives of Barston Parish Council and Balsall Parish Council met with the CAA to dis-
cuss the trial methodology. The meeting was useful in outlining broad ideas, but did not provide a detailed 
resolution of how the trial was to be conducted.  

When, on 13th May, the CAA provided the BAL with a draft outline methodology, the Airport team had a num-
ber of concerns about the practicalities and feasibility of completing what it was being asked to undertake. 
These were shared with the Airport Consultative Committee before, on 1st July, BAL wrote to the CAA setting 
out its concerns and requesting that the CAA reconsider its decision. 

In response, the CAA has published this letter on its website3 and is asking for public comment by 9th Sep-
tember 2016. We will continue to engage with the CAA and provide updates on subsequent developments. 

The Northbound Turn 
 
The Northbound Turn refers to aircraft departing south, but turning north to reach destinations in Scotland or 
across the Atlantic. During the Airspace Change Process two issues emerged. Firstly, aircraft flying conven-
tional SIDs on the northbound turn were overflying Hampton in Arden. Secondly, it became clear that there 
was a disparity between the performance of turboprop and jet aircraft types on the new RNAV northbound 
turn, causing the former to fly closer to Balsall Common than was anticipated. We have been working to ad-
dress both issues.  

First, a new conventional SID has been designed, with the aim of reducing overflights of Hampton in Arden 
and this became operational on 26th May 2016. You can see the results over the page. 

As we reported in the last issue, solving the second issue will take longer and involves a complete redesign 
of the RNAV SID - a lengthy process. This work has now begun and we have appointed NATS to design the 
new procedure. A design workshop with NATS took place on 15th August and we are advised that the first 
package of works, to establish what the design may look like, will be completed by the end of October. Col-
leagues at Flybe, the performance of whose Dash-8 aircraft is key to this issue, are very supportive and will 
be working with NATS at the design stage. There is national interest in this case, with the same issue being 
observed at other UK airports, and the CAA’s lead on Performance 
Based Navigation is taking an active interest in the outcome. 

However, we did commit to try to improve the situation as soon as 
possible, and have introduced and interim solution . Again, you can 
see the encouraging results over the page. 

 

  Latest Information on Airspace Change at Birmingham   Airport      August 2016 



2 Aircraft overflying Hampton in Arden on a conventio nal SID 

Prior to 26th May, aircraft flying a conventional SID had been observed overflying Hampton in Arden (the 
blue tracks in the above image). We have redesigned the conventional SID and since it became operational 
on this date, the tracks of these aircraft (in green) have shifted further south, benefitting residents by moving 
aircraft away from the village. 

Aircraft overflying Balsall Common on an RNAV SID 

The interim solution involves aircraft that would normally fly an RNAV SID instead flying the new conventional 
SID as above. This took time to implement, but a trial involving Flybe, Birmingham Air Traffic Control and 
NATS Scottish Centre, began on 11th August. The above image shows Dash-8 tracks prior to the trial in 
blue, flying close to Barston and overflying the north part of Balsall 
Common. The green tracks are those of aircraft after the com-
mencement of the trial, clearly following a track further north and 
away from the village. Although the trial is in its early days and not 
all Dash-8 aircraft are yet involved, these are encouraging results. 
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‘MOSUN’ Departures 

‘MOSUN’ is a non-standard departure route used by aircraft flying to destinations such as southern Ireland, 
Portugal and the Canaries. Aircraft had been flying a route  equating to Option 5 and therefore impacting Bal-
sall Street East. We committed to changing these operations so that they better reflected the track over the 
ground of Option 6. This involved the issuing of a Supplementary Instruction to form part of the UK Air Pilot 
and this took effect from 1st July. The results can be seen below, where the tracks flown by aircraft before the 
change was made are shown in blue, with the current tracks in green. Aircraft on MOSUN departures are 
now flying further west of Balsall Common and are avoiding Balsall Street East. 
 
Southbound Conventional Departures 
 
A very small number of aircraft on southbound departures (representing 0.4% of departures) are unable to fly 
RNAV routes and have been the subject of concern from residents in Balsall Common as they have been fly-
ing a route more aligned to Option 5. We have put in place an amended procedure so that these aircraft now 
fly a route aligned with Option 6, taking them further away from the village, as seen below with tracks before 
the amendment to the left and after, to the right. 
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Raising the NPR Ceiling to 4,000 feet 

Following the results of the 3 month trial to establish if there was any community benefit to be gained by not 
permitting aircraft to be taken off their SID routeing until an altitude of 4,000 feet had been achieved, we 
agreed to implement this for all southbound departures and this became effective from 1st July 2015. Our 
monitoring shows that between then and when the Stakeholder Group met on 15th August, track-keeping 
performance on Option 6 stood at 99.9%, with only two aircraft in that period recorded as off-track. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1  Earlier editions of Community Update available at: 
   https://birminghamairport.co.uk/about-us/community-and-environment/aircraft-noise/flight-path-changes/community-updates/ 
 
 2 Available at: 
    https://www.caa.co.uk/Commercial-industry/Airspace/Airspace-change/Decisions/Birmingham-Airport-Runway-15-departure-routes/ 
 
  3  Available at:  
    https://www.caa.co.uk/uploadedFiles/CAA/Content/Standard_Content/Commercial_industry/Airspace/Files/Birmingham_ACP/  
    BirminghamAirportRunway15DecisionResponse.pdf 
 

 
 
 
 

Community Stakeholder Forum Members 
 
SMBC - Bickenhill Ward     Cllr Alison Rolf 
SMBC - Meriden Ward     Cllr Ken Alsopp , Cllr David Bell, Cllr Tony Dicicco 
SMBC - Bickenhill Ward     Cllr Bob Sleigh 
Balsall Common Residents Association  Dave Ellis   
C’ de Barnes Residents Association  Dave Cuthbert  
Barston Resident      David Elliott 
Balsall Parish Council     Cllr Mark Tattum   
Barston Parish Council     Cllr Rowena Lyon   
Berkswell Parish Council    Cllr Richard Lloyd 
Hampton Parish Council     Cllr Mike Bloomer   
SMBC Director Places     Ann Brereton 
SMBC Airport Monitoring Officer  Beverley Hill 
Caroline Spelman MP  
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