
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACTS  

Frances Cook, Secretary to the Residents Association:  

secretary@catney.co.uk     0776 8502039    

Catney News:   Please send all articles to Christine Cluley, on 
cluleychris8@outlook.com or ring  01675 442728      All articles need to be 
with Chris by the 20th of the month. 

Village Hall bookings: Gareth Thomas on 07796268012 or  
 

gareth10637@hotmail.co.uk              Twitter account: @CatneyResAssoc   
 
Website of Residents Assocation:  www.catney.co.uk 

 

 

 

  

 

  

http://www.catney.co.uk/


On behalf of your Residents Association, I hope that you are all well and 

safe and that anyone requiring help, has been approached by volunteers 

and has all they need.   The kindness shown to neighbours, the elderly 

and the isolated during lockdown has been wonderful.    As we gradually 

get back to a form of normality, please take care and keep alert - sadly 

the battle to rid our country of this virus is not yet over. 

There will be no August edition of the Catney News.   Please send me 

your contributions for the September issue by 16th August.   All articles 

welcome. 

Chris Cluley,  Editor 

*********************************************** 

 

                 NEWS FROM YOUR RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 

Anyone for Table Tennis ?? 

If there is sufficient interest, we are thinking about starting a Table Tennis 

club in the Village Hall probably on Monday afternoons 2pm til 4pm, 

hopefully from September. If you are interested could you text/phone Dave 

on 07824 696137   

Socials 

For obvious reasons it has not been possible to organise any village social 

events but all being well we are aiming to hold a butty brunch and one other 

event later in the year 

Planning Matters   

Planning applications can be viewed by visiting solihull.gov.uk 

/planning services – click on search for applications then click on 

publicaccess.solihull.gov.uk  and then enter the planning application 

number or address of the site  

PL 2020/00709   Rear and roof Extension at 1 Oakfields Way –  

This has been approved subject to conditions 

 



PL 2020/00557   Ground floor porch extension  at 33 Oakfields Way  

Pending a decision 

PL2019/03108   Woodhouse Farm Retrospective Permission for HGV yard 

and operations  

Application has been refused on the grounds of impacts on the openness 

of the Green Belt  

PL2015/51409     Motorway Service Area at new junction 5a Catherine de 

Barnes  

We are currently reviewing this application but we will be objecting to it as 

we have done with all the other versions. Pegasus (the applicant) have 

requested a Zoom meeting with the Parish Council scheduled for 24th June 

and they are pressing SMBC for the application to be heard sometime in 

August. As you know the Association is firmly opposed to the application 

and seeks residents support in expressing their objection to this latest 

application. When we have reviewed this latest application, we will e- mail 

details of our objection to those for whom we have addresses in order to 

aid you in your response to SMBC. We eagerly seek your support in 

objecting to this application once again – please look out for the e mail 

outlining grounds for objection.   

M42 Link Road at new junction 5a on Solihull Road. 

The Secretary of State have given Highways England the go- ahead on the 

project and many of you will see that work has already commenced along 

Catherine de Barnes Lane. A new entrance has been created for the Haven 

Caravan Park and the Freeman’s House at the corner of Shadowbrook 

Lane has been demolished. This is the start of a few years of disruption 

along Catherine de Barnes Lane and we are hoping to arrange a meeting 

with representatives from Skanska in the coming weeks to discuss the 

probable impacts on the area.  

In the event that the Service Station gets approval these two projects will 

be running in tandem !!  

Airport Matters  

We attended a Virtual meeting of the Airport Consultative Committee on 4th 

June which was led by Nick Barton the CEO. Needless to say the impact 

of the Covid -19 situation has in his words been “dramatic” after what was 



looking to be a good year despite the demise of Fly-be (80% of their routes 

had been replaced).  Nearly ¾ of the staff have been furloughed. The 

general financial state was still healthy but they are hoping for a “new 

normal” to come soon. The news of the 14 day quarantine period for 

arrivals was bad news and the airport/tourism industries were lobbying 

hard for this to be lifted.  New thermal equipment is being installed to scan 

people on arrival. There was some good news. Flights to Belfast were 

being increased to 5 times a day, Ryanair are operating to 27 destinations 

from 1/7. The demise of Monarch Engineering left the large hangar unused 

but this has now been sold to STS an American Company who will be 

starting a contract for re-fitting 5 Boeing 737’s for the RAF. 

We are expecting to hear soon of a meeting to discuss results of daytime 

noise monitoring that has been going on since the Autumn of last year and 

this will likely kick off a review of both daytime and night-time noise levels 

which is due start early next year. 

Hampton In Arden Parish  Neighbourhood Plan 2017-2028 

The current plan which can be viewed on the Hampton in Arden 

Parish Council website only applies to the part of Catherine de Barnes 

up to the canal bridge on the Hampton side. Since April 2019 the whole of 

Catherine de Barnes now falls within the extended Parish and the PC have 

decided to embark on a review of the Plan which will cover the extended 

Parish. At the AGM in February a couple of residents expressed an interest 

in participating in the review. If you are still interested please contact Dave 

on 07824 696 137   as we are now underway. The process will include both 

a business and a resident’s survey seeking views on how you would wish 

to see the area develop, housing needs, future development etc. The 

results of the surveys will be collated into a full review.  

The Plan will then be developed which will probably necessitate at least 

one public meeting, a referendum and then submission of the final 

document for examination and then to SMBC hopefully for adoption. The 

process is likely to take upwards of 2 years. 

Village Hall  

Users of the hall will be pleased to learn that it is now equipped with wi-fi 

(thanks Gareth). The password is available to current users and to new 

hirers on receipt of their deposit.  Currently the hall is still closed but the 

Trustees are hoping that it will be able to be opened to clubs  again 



sometime in July but will not be available for event/party hiring until 

Government Guidelines indicate that it is safe to do so.   

Sad News  

We are extremely sad to have heard the news that Deidre Cox (wife of 

John Cox) and Robert Connelly (husband of Dot Connelly) both passed 

away since the last edition. Both have been long standing residents of the 

village and our condolences go to their spouses, family and friends. 

The Common 

Many of you will have noticed that a sign has been erected on the Common 

– visitors now know that it is not just a piece of scrub land but a real life 

Common. Thanks to Graham Dawson of Hampton the grass has been 

flailed to within an inch of its life and the Friends of the Common Group are 

hoping to get a working party up soon to tackle the weeds and brambles. If 

you are able to spare an hour or two please let us know when the e mail 

call goes out for volunteers- many hands make light work. The Parish 

Council have provided the RA with £500 to cover the cost of tools for the 

maintenance of the Common so volunteers will not have to use their own 

equipment.   We hope to purchase the tools in the next few weeks.    

DAVE CUTHBERT 

******************************************************************* 

Residents' Association Membership 
  
The committee are grateful to everyone who has joined the Association 
this year and for many generous donations. At the time of writing 164 
households have joined, slightly down on last year which is perhaps 
not surprising given the stresses of the pandemic. This is an opportunity 
to remind anyone who has overlooked this task that it is not too late. All 
who have joined should have received a membership card. Please let me 
know if you haven't had one. You can drop off an envelope with your 
details at the NISA or at 9 Oakfields Way. Or contact me 
(secretary@catney.co.uk or 07768502039 ) if you would like to do the 
whole process on-line. 
  
As well as setting up a local volunteer network, your Residents' 
Association committee has been raising environmental concerns with 
HPC and keeping an eye on planning applications, on the development of 
the new HPC Neighbourhood Plan, on Catney Common, on 

mailto:secretary@catney.co.uk


the airport  and other local issues. Social events have obviously been 
postponed but we will spring into action as soon as gatherings are 
allowed. Please let us know if you can suggest any activities or if there 
are issues you want to raise with us. 
  
Frances Cook, 

 

***************************************************************************** 

FUTURE SERVICES AT ST. MARY AND ST. BARTHOLOMEW 

CHURCH, HAMPTON IN ARDEN 

At the moment of writing,  Hampton in Arden church along with other 

churches is about to open for private prayer only on a Wednesday and 

Saturday from 9 am until 5 pm.  Careful measures are being taken to 

ensure your safety should you wish to go into church, such as hand 

sanitizer stations, cleaning of pews and door handles, seating 

arrangements to meet social distancing and clear instructions regarding 

where you can go within the church.  There will be marshalls in attendance 

to guide you. Please note that votive candles have been removed from the 

votive stand and there will be no toilet facilities.      Normal public services, 

weddings and baptisms cannot yet take place.   Please contact Rev. Stuart 

should and you wish to arrange a funeral or if you would like further 

information.   01675 442339 

Please take a look at the church website  

www.hamptoninardenchurch.org.uk   where you will find up to date 

information from the Diocese, prayers, reflections and links to online 

church services from Hampton, Bickenhill and Barston. 

 

http://www.hamptoninardenchurch.org.uk/


STREET WATCH 

We have been given permission to restart Street Watch Patrols subject to 

walking 2 metres apart and advising the over 70s, vulnerable groups and 

anyone with symptoms to exclude themselves. A patrol was arranged for 

8pm last Tuesday; yes, that was the night of the most spectacular and 

epic thunderstorm we’ve had in ages. So, with ‘some reluctance’ we 

called it off and will try again hoping for better weather. Many of us are 

walking round the village to take our exercise, a patrol is much the same 

except you have a partner walking 2 metres away from you! Just another 

example of ‘normality returning’. 

Liz Boxall 

********************************************************************************* 

GARDENING IN JULY 

Here are the flowers to sow and grow this July: 

In the greenhouse / indoors 

• • July is the ideal time to sow spring-flowering perennial seeds in trays 
filled with good quality compost. Try aquilegia, bellis, delphinium and lupin. 

• • Sow summer-flowering perennials such 
as scabiosa, echinacea and geranium. 

• • Prepare for winter containers by sowing winter-flowering pansies in the 
greenhouse.• For flowers that bridge the gap between spring and 
summer, grow biennials such as forget-me-not, foxgloves, sweet 
William and beautifully scented wallflowers for flowering next year. 

Direct sow outdoors 

• • Sprinkle forget-me-not (myosotis) seeds outdoors from May to September 
to mimic the natural process that follows their spring flowering. Ideal for areas 
of dappled shade. 

• Cut back faded perennial plants to keep borders tidy. 
• As your penstemon flowers fade, cut them back to just above a bud to 

encourage more flowers. 
• Cutting back growth in hanging baskets can encourage new flowers and foliage 

and will revive the display. Make sure you that feed your baskets ... 
• Cut back hardy geraniums and delphiniums after the first flush of flowers to 

encourage new growth and further blooms. 
• Continue to tie in and train new growth on climbing plants . 
• Prune wisteria now. Just remove the whippy side-shoots from the main branch 

framework to about 20cm from their base (about five leaves from  
 

https://www.thompson-morgan.com/p/aquilegia-x-hybrida-mckana-giants-mixed/2789TM
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/p/delphinium-hybridum-magic-fountains-mixed/8018TM
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/p/lupin-tutti-fruttitrade/t77649TM
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/p/scabious-houses-novelty-mix/8704TM
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/p/echinacea-x-hybrida-magic-box/9514TM
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/p/geranium-reflections/2406TM
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/flowers/flower-seeds/hardy-annual-seeds/viola-wittrockiana-petite-mixed-f1/2998TM
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/p/foxglove-primrose-carousel/2404TM
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/p/dianthus-barbatus-indian-carpet-mixed/9026TM
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/p/dianthus-barbatus-indian-carpet-mixed/9026TM
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/p/wallflower-my-fair-lady-mixed/2841TM
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/p/myosotis-sylvatica-blue-ball/9045TM


CELEBRATING V.E. DAY IN CATHERINE’S CLOSE 

VE Day in Catherine’s Close was celebrated with respectful 

style and dignified remembrance.  An excellent turn out 

and a beautiful day. 

 

Our bunting went up, the deck chairs got an airing and we 

met neighbours we’d not spoken to before. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                       

 

              Keeping to SD rules a good time was had by all. 

 

 

 

  

  

                                                            

 

                                      To those no longer with us 

From Bruno our youngest resident                                                                

 aged just 5 weeks on VE day                                      

And forward to our own 

generation 

                                                                                                                                                                                   

We had wine in tea 

cups, beer in glasses, 

cakes, scones and 

sandwiches and a good 

local catch up. 

 

                                                                                                                  

 



V.E. Day continued….. 

One outcome of all this is the Catherine’s Close WhatsApp group.  We’ve swapped 

recipes, jigsaws, furniture, garden tips, plants and seeds.  All of which is still 

ongoing. 

On the back of this there will, at some point be a ‘proper’ street party.  Now, at least 

we’ll all know everyone’s name 

*********************************************************************************************** 

  

CATNEY VILLAGE LIBRARY 
 

The idea of a small local library's discussed for some time when it became known 
that the Mobile Library service was to be discontinued. The result has been the 
introduction of a small Catney Library located on the stage of the Village Hall. 
 
Two shelf fittings have been installed and filled with a variety of books supplied by 
residents. As can be seen from the two notices, the idea is for a “Book Swap” rather 
than the traditional system, to enable a constant supply of books. 
 
As can be seen the library is primarily made up of novels, mainly by well known 
authors, and a number of some size, which would be ideal for lockdown, if we could 
use it. There are some historical novels and the odd memoire but, at the moment, 
very few children’s books and more of these in good condition would be very 
welcome. 
 
This is an excellent addition to the Village; there are comfortable seats for browsing 
and offers another way to make friends with other residents, but speaking quietly of 
course! 
 
Please give it your support. 
 
 
John Alderson 28th. April 2020. 
 

N.B. 

It is hoped that soon the Village Library will be able to re-open.   Obviously at the moment, 

this is not possible due to having to sterilise books after handling and after they have been 

to homes.     But when the restrictions are lifted, in the future,  we hope that villagers will 

come to the Village Hall and swap books when the Craft Club meets.   CC. 



JULY FACTS 

1. The month of July is named after Julius Caesar by a decision of the Roman 
Senate in 44BC as July was the month of his birth. 

2. Before that, it had been known as Quintilis (fifth) as it was the fifth month in the 
old calendar. 

3. Until the 18th century, the word July in English had the stress on the first syllable 
and rhymed with duly or truly. 

4. Although six months have passed, July 1 is not the mid-point of the year. The 
exact halfway point comes at 1pm BST on July 3 in a non-leap year. 

5. No month ends on the same day of the week as July unless it is a leap year, 
when January does so. 

6. Julius is not now in the top 500 names given to newborn boys in the UK, though 
Julia is 79th for girls in England and Wales and 74th in Scotland. Julian comes 
326th in England and Wales. 

7. July’s birthstone is the ruby, which is said to symbolise contentment. 

8. Seven US presidents have died in July, which is more than any other month. 

9. “The English winter, ending in July, To recommence in August, now was done,” 
(Byron). 

10. In all parts of the UK July is on average the warmest month of the year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

BOOK REVIEW by John Alderson 

THE BURNING CHAMBERS   

 

A Historical novel by Kate Mosse 
 
 
 

 
 
Kate Mosse is a very popular author, but for me, this was the first of her 
books that I have read and one that I enjoyed very much indeed. 
 
Historical novels, which I suppose are works of fiction but worked around 
periods or events in history. The Burning Chambers is one of a trilogy 
based around the events taking place in France in the sixteenth century in 
the Languedoc and based on Carcassonne.  
 
This was a period of violent struggle by the Catholic Church to resist the 
rise of the Protestant Huguenots. Secrecy, betrayal, torture and death all 
feature in this gentle love story, which weaves it’s way quietly through the 
violence. 
 
the story of Minou Joubert, the daughter of a Carcassonne bookseller, 
and her mysterious background take us to Toulouse, where we meet a 
young Huguenot, and ultimately to Puivert and to an outcome, possibly 
predictable but non the less interesting. 
 
The insight into the way of life of ordinary people in France at this time is 
disturbingly well described as are the principle characters to whom it is 
very easy to relate as the tale unfolds. 
 
I rate Kate Moss as an author, enjoyed this book and will certainly read 
her again. 
 
 

VIRTUAL TOURS FROM THE COMFORT OF YOUR  LIVING ROOM. 
Pop these links into your browser to have a holiday at home. 
 
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/visit.html 
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/visiting/virtual-tours/google-virtual-tour 
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/life/travel/a31784720/best-virtual-tours/ 

 

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/visit.html
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/visiting/virtual-tours/google-virtual-tour
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/life/travel/a31784720/best-virtual-tours/


 

Ingredients 

• 8 ounces unsweetened chocolate, chopped 
• 3/4 cup butter, cubed 
• 3 large eggs, room temperature 
• 2 cups sugar 
• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
• 1 cup plus 2 tablespoons all-purpose flour 
• 1 cup maraschino cherries, chopped 
• TOPPING: 
• 1 package (8 ounces) cream cheese, softened 
• 1/2 cup mashed ripe banana (about 1 medium) 
• 1/3 cup strawberry jam/preserve 
• 1 large egg, room temperature, lightly beaten 
• 1/4 cup chopped salted peanuts 
• Optional: Sliced bananas and additional chopped maraschino cherries 

Directions 

• Preheat oven to 350°. In a microwave, melt chocolate and butter; stir until 
smooth. 

• In a large bowl, beat eggs and sugar on high speed 10 minutes. Stir in vanilla 
and chocolate mixture. Gradually stir in flour. Fold in cherries. Spread into a 
greased 13x9-in. baking pan. 

• For topping, in a small bowl, beat cream cheese until smooth. Beat in mashed 
banana and preserves. Add egg; beat on low speed just until blended. Spread 
over brownie batter; sprinkle with peanuts. 

• Bake until topping is set and a toothpick inserted in brownie portion comes out 
mostly clean, 40-45 minutes. Cool completely on a wire rack. 

• Cut into bars. If desired, serve bars topped with banana slices and additional 
cherries. Store in an airtight container in the refrigerator. 

 

Nutrition Facts 

1 brownie: 262 calories, 16g fat (9g saturated fat), 57mg cholesterol, 101mg sodium, 

31g carbohydrate (23g sugars, 2g fiber), 4g protein.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Banana Split 
Brownies 
How's this for a dish—all the joy of a banana split without the 
mess.  

https://amzn.to/2ZIu4TG

